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Message from Rev. Hale 

Inside the issue: 

“For where your treasure is, there… 

                                                                 …will your heart be also.” [Matt. 6:21] 

  

 The words in the heading above serve as the heralds of Ash Wednesday just as the 

angels do who fill the night skies over Bethlehem on Christmas Eve! Familiar texts are per-

manent fixtures in the special worship services that mark the seasons of our faith lives.  

And Ash Wednesday and Christmas Eve share the distinction of being the only two ser-

vices that gather us at night in the sanctuary. 

 

 15 hardy souls braved the cruel weather Mother Nature dialed up for Ash Wednes-

day this year, the worst of it dished out across the afternoon with freezing rain and sleet 

and wet snow, finally giving ‘way to cold rain. Together, we lighted 15 votives and pushed 

15 small wooden crosses into a shallow bowl of sand and claimed the love of God 15 

times as 15 crosses, made from ashes, were smudged one-by-one across 15 faithful 

brows.  

 

 Christmas Eve and Ash Wednesday; one steeped in starlight and nostalgia; the other 

always steeped in an intimate setting and sharing of faith; both, Spirit-filled affirmations 

of God’s everlasting promise to love us and be with us—present with us; both fittingly 

drawing us together in the darkened beauty of the sanctuary, where the light of God’s gift 

of faith always seems to shine even brighter. 

 

 This Season of Lent brings us many opportunities to nourish God’s gift of faith in 

our lives.  The Worship Committee has put together a program on prayer that they will be 

sharing during the worship services.  Mission will be bringing the One Great Hour of Shar-

ing to our attention as they share the work this offering helps to support.  We are finally 

coming together for soup ‘n study again, right after worship; delicious home-made soups 

followed by a study on Peter.  And after a 3 year hiatus, the Worship Committee is hosting 

a turkey-biscuit dinner gathering at 5 p.m. on Maundy Thursday, which we will follow with 

communion. The church will be open from noon to 3 p.m. for guided prayer and medita-

tion on Good Friday.  Easter Sunrise service is set for 6:45 a.m. at Chestnut Hill Cemetery 

(regardless of weather) and we will be able to gather at Sprague’s afterward for breakfast.  

We hope to have daffodils, any  fresh spring blooms, for the cross of flowers we’ll put to-

gether during the 10 a.m. worship service.                                Continued on pg. 2         
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Souper Bowl Of Caring:  Our thanks to Kari XXXXX for leading us through this year’s 

Souper Bowl of Caring collection. Nationally, $2, 

010,657 was collected and reported to the Souper 

Bowl of Caring site.  

Additionally, 474,617 

food items were    

collected.  Our con-

gregation  donated 

244 cans of soup and 

$444 which were   

donated to the 

Portville Community Food Pantry. Thank you for your 

generous hearts! 

March 5 - 1st Sunday of Lent 

Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 

Psalm 32 

Romans 5:12-19 

Matthew 4:1-11 

 March 12 - 2nd Sunday of Lent 

Genesis 12:1-4a 

Psalm 121 

Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 

John 3:1-17 

 

 March 19 - 3rd Sunday of Lent 

Exodus 17:1-7 

Psalm 95 

Romans 5:1-11 

John 4:5-42 

     

March 26 - 4th Sunday of Lent 

1Samual 16:1-13 

Psalm 23 

Ephesians 5:8-14 

John 9:1-41 

 April 2 - 5th Sunday of Lent 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 

Psalm 130 

Romans 8:6-11  

John 11:1-45 

 April 9 - Palm Sunday 

Isaiah 50:4-9a 

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 

Philippians 2:5-11 

Matthew 21:1-11 

     

April 16 - Resurrection of the 

Lord - Easter  

Acts 1-:34-43 

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 

Colossians 3:1-4 

John 20:1-18 

  April 23 - 2nd Sunday of Easter 

Acts 2:14a, 22-32 

Psalm 16 

1 Peter 1:3-9 

John 20:19-31 

 April 30 - 3rd Sunday of Easter 

Acts 2:14a, 36-41 

Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 

1 Peter 1:17-23 

Luke 24:13-35 

Lectionary for March/April 

Mission News - Cso  

 It seems so good to be able to be together again for this Lenten/Easter season, 

sharing worship, sharing food and fellowship.  Come “feed” the heart’s treasure God has 

gifted you, gifted us as a community of faith drawn by the Spirit to discover the rich-

ness—the blessing of our life together!        Marilyn 
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Mission News cont. 

Fun Fleece Festival: The challenge was given to our congregation to meet or exceed the 

forty-four tied fleece blankets created last year. And you did not disappoint. . . As of this 

newsletter, 72 ( yes, I counted them more than once) have been returned to the church 

and displayed on the pews in our sanctuary. A special “Thank you”  to Connie XXXXXXXXX 

for her organizing this and getting this off the ground for the Mission Committee this 

year. She created the Take and Make kits that were available to those members who were 

not able to be at our in-person event on Feb. 19th. Additionally, she purchased fleece 

blanket kits for the in-person event. With Connie having to be out of town, I stepped in 

to carry on with her well-organized event. Participation in this event was beyond phe-

nomenal! All 10 Make and Take kits went home with someone and were returned the 

Feb. 26th. And we had 13 members of our congregation attend our in-person Fun Fleece 

Festival. In addition to attending the in-person, some members had jumped on board  

before  our “official” in-person event and made over 32 blankets at 

home. Don’t you just love the support and dedication from all who par-

ticipated?  Thank you to Congregational Care for providing delicious snack foods. And a 

special thank you to all that made this event the success that it was!  

Donations:  

Jack Shepherd Memorial Mission Fund:  Interfaith Caregivers - $750; LEEK Hunting and 

Mountain Preserve - $500; Ronald McDonald House - $400; Presbyterian Disaster Assis-

tance ( Turkey/Syria Earthquake Response) - $1000. 

Hunger Fund: Woody’s Supper Club (@ Belfast Central School) - $400 

Mission Trip Fund: Ukraine Children’s Action Project (for the purchase of generators) 

$2000.  
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Mission News  - Tim Alexander / Connie Alexander / Cso Woodworth Mission News  - cont. - Tim  
One Great Hour of Sharing  

 

We are heading into the Lenten Season of the church calendar. This is a time when all 

Presbyterians join to champion a special offering that will support our Presbyterian church 

programs to relieve hunger, advance the development of people and their communities, 

and to assist those impacted by natural and human caused disasters.  
 

Lent is our time to reflect on the ultimate sacrifice of Jesus. It  

is a time we set aside each year to remember the love of God 

that is poured out through Jesus on the cross in His death and 

His defeat of death. A gift to the world. This Offering provides 

us one way to affirm our values by sharing God’s love with our 

neighbors in need. According to the Church, the Presbyterian 

Office of Special Offerings, One Great Hour of Sharing is the 

single largest way that Presbyterians come together every year 

to gather resources for missions that work for a better world. 

 

We’ll begin our drive for the One Great Hour of Sharing on 

March 19th and end on April 2nd, Palm Sunday. This year we are celebrating faithful women 

everywhere who have filled the role as leaders who bind their families and communities 

together in strength. Your gifts allow us to join with other local and national organizations 

to be there with them to unloose the bonds of poverty and injustice. We offer a hand up 

to those in need. Our work is informed by our belief that “the Church” is not an institu-

tion, but an action. For the church to be the Church, it must act to be with those in need. 

For over 70 years, One Great Hour of Sharing has provided a way to share God’s love with 

our neighbors in need around the world. As we always say … when we all do a little, it 

adds up to a lot.   

Food Pantry News - Randy  

The Portville Community Food Pantry continues to be busy. “Thank you!” to everyone 

who donates food items.  Your committed support means so much. “Thank you!” to all 

the congregation members who are “shoppers” to help stock the pantry each and every 

month.  Many hands make light work. All the support and time and effort by everyone 

who is involved with food pantry is appreciated very much.  In January 37 family house-

holds for a total of 95 people were served.  In February 43 households for a total of 110 

people were served.   
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Good news!  Actually, its Great News!  The Christian Education Program is thriving in 

2023!  A very heartfelt “Thank You” and appreciation to our dedicated teachers to start 

2023-Bizzy XXXXXXX, Amy XXXXXX, Rev. Hale, and Julie XXXXXX.  AND “Welcome!” to 

Carly XXXXXXX, Tim XXXXXXXXX and Anita XXXXX as teachers. In January, a few new stu-

dents started attending the Elementary Class which made it a really large class.  
 

It was time to divide the class into Younger Elementary (Grades 1 & 2) and Older   Ele-

mentary (Grades 3 and up).  Carly XXXXXXX has volunteered to teach the Older Elemen-

tary class!  So the classroom was set-up, curriculum ordered and that class started in  

February!  Tim XXXXXXXXX volunteered to lead the Adult Sunday School class and they 

met together in January. Anita XXXXX led the Adult Class in February to complete the 

study of the ten commandments with the Adam Hamilton book Words of Life.  Julie  con-

tinues to teach the American Sign Language class. A highlight of this class is learning to 

sign the Lord’s Prayer.  
 

Looking forward and mark your calendars:  

 Lenten Soup and Study led by Rev. Hale will be held for 5 Sundays starting February 26 

after worship in the dining room with soup and lessons about Simon Peter, Flawed but 

Faithful Disciple book and DVD by Adam Hamilton.  
 

 Spring session of Sunday School classes will be April 23 and 30 and May 14.  The Sun-

day School Open House will be May 21 with an ice cream social.  May 21 will also be 

Teacher Recognition, Student Recognition,  and Third Grader Bible presentation during 

worship. More details about all the plans for May 21 will be forthcoming in the future.  
 

 A new group that has started meeting Sunday mornings during Sunday school time are 

young mothers of Sunday school students.  They meet for coffee, snacks and conver-

sation in the dining room. We hope they are enjoying this time to connect with each 

other.  

Christian Ed  News - Judy  

Food Pantry News cont. - Randy  

Randy, Judy and Marilyn attended the Greater Olean Association of Churches unity prayer 

service at Bethany Lutheran Church in Olean on February 5 that recognized the food min-

istries of many organizations in the area including the Portville Food Pantry.  A repre-

sentative of each food ministry spoke about their mission to serve the hunger needs of 

our communities. Each food ministry was presented with a donation from the Greater 

Olean Association of Churches.  
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The Sanctuary Cleaning Schedule for 2023 is posted in the Quilt Room. The date near 

your name is the date to have it cleaned.  If that date does not work out for you, you may 

trade with someone.  There are still a few spots available.  If you can fill in or have ques-

tions, please let Norm King know.  Also, we have purchased a new light-weight SHARK 

vacuum cleaner for church use. This vacuum cleaner does not use bags. It just has a 

small, clear dust collector near the top of the stick. There are instructions available on 

how to use the various attachment tools and how to empty the dust cup. 

Property Committee News  - Norm  

Worship Committee - Diana  

  Distribution of palm leaves after church service.  

  

To commemorate the last supper of Jesus and his disci-
ples in the upper room, there will be a family style meal 
provided at 5:00 pm at the church. There will be gluten 
free options and several vegetable sides for special die-
tary needs. Communion will be served. There will be a 
sign up sheet in the Narthex for those interested in at-
tending. 

  

The church will be open from noon to 3:00 pm for indi-
viduals who would like to come to the church for medi-
tation and pray.  

  

Sunrise Service at Chestnut Hill Cemetery at 6:45 am. 
(Regardless of the weather…) 
Following this early service Sprague’s will be open for 
breakfast. 
 
Easter Worship at 10:00 am. He is risen…He is risen in-
deed! 
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Birthdates to Remember  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 

 
 
 
 

Mar 5   Katie  
Mar 6   Walker  
Mar 8   Bill  
Mar 11 Lauri  
Mar 15 Dave  
Mar. 17 Russ  
Mar 19 Kathlyn  
Mar 23 Stephanie  
Mar 24 Bradley  
Mar 30 Christine  

 
 

 

 
   

 
 

Apr 7    Josh  
Apr 10  Judy  
Apr 11  Nicole  
Apr 14  Marilyn  
Apr 16  John  
Apr 25  Buffy  
Apr 30  Winnie  

Our heartfelt sympathy and prayers for 
God’s comfort and peace to  

Tim and Connie  
on the loss of  Connie’s mother  

Shirley  
January 30, 1931 - February 1, 2023 

 

 

Our heartfelt sympathy and prayers for 
God’s comfort and peace to the family of 

Ray  on their loss of  their father. 
Ray  

February 6, 1929 - February 14, 2023 



Website: 
www.portville-presbyterian.org 

Sunday School: 9:00 am 
ages 3 to adult 
Worship Service: 10:00 am 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN C HURCH -  
PORTVILLE,  NY  

19 North Main Street 
PO Box 765 
Portville, NY   14770 
 
Voicemail: 716-933-6426 
Email: portville.presbyterian followed by @gmail.com 
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03/04 Presbytery Learning Day via Zoom,  

 9 – 1 p.m. 

03/05 Worship Service/Communion, 10:00 a.m. 

 Lenten Soup & Study after worship 

      Judy  – Elder for the Month 

03/06 Jamestown PNC (MKH), 6:00 p.m. 

03/07 COM (MKH), 9:00 a.m. 

03/08 Mission Committee Meeting, 6:00 p.m. 

03/12 *Daylight Saving Time Begins 

Sunday School, 9:00 a.m. 

Worship Service, 10:00 a.m. 

 Lenten Soup & Study after worship 

03/13 Lectionary(MKH) 

03/14 Jamestown PNC (MKH), 6:00 p.m. 

03/15 Session, 4:00 p.m. 

03/19 Sunday School, 9:00 a.m. 

Worship Service, 10:00 a.m. 

 Lenten Soup & Study after worship 

03/20 Food Pantry Prep Day 

03/21 Food Pantry Prep Day 

03/22 Food Pantry open 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

03/26 Worship Service, 10:00 a.m. 

 Lenten Soup & Study after worship 

03/28 Jamestown PNC (MKH), 6:00 p.m. 

04/02 Palm Sunday; Holy Week Begins 

Worship Service/Communion, 10:00 a.m. 

 Lenten Soup & Study after worship 

      NAME  – Elder for the Month 

04/04 COM (MKH), 9:00 a.m. 

04/06 Maundy Thursday 

 Maundy Thursday Meal/Service, 5:00 p.m. 

04/07 Good Friday; Sanctuary open for quiet reflec-

tion and prayer, 12 – 3 p.m. 

04/09 Easter Sunday   

Sunrise Service in Portville Cemetery, 6:45 a.m. 

Worship Service, 10:00 a.m. 

One Great Hour of Sharing Collection 

04/12 Mission Committee Meeting, 6:00 p.m. 

04/16 Worship Service, 10:00 a.m. 

04/19 Bible Study, 10:00 a.m. 

 Session, 4:00 p.m. 

04/23 Worship, 10:00 a.m. 

04/24 Food Pantry Prep 

04/25 Food Pantry Prep 

04/26 Food Pantry, 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

04/30 Worship Service, 10:00 a.m. 

     May/June newsletter info due 


