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Message from Rev. Hale
“But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb.
As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb;
and she saw two angels in white….” [John 20:11-12a]
It’s been a long time now that we’ve been stretched thin by COVID, drawn into

many minimums of keeping our lives together. It’s been a long time that we’ve been left

waiting, standing on the outside, looking in, separated from ourselves, if you can imagine
that for a moment; imagine what you did before, how you lived one day so long ago now,
and woke up the next in an unfamiliar life that was somehow yours!

We’ve been standing on the outside of certainty for a long time now, wondering if

we’ll find ourselves and where we might if we could and how we will be when we do.

It’s time, time to bend over and look into this dark hollow carved out of our lives.

It’s time to look into the tomb with Mary; time to see the hope that fills that rock-hewn
chamber.

It’s there together, we’ll look at one another with vision clear; with hearts

filled with Life ready to give to one another! It’s there we’ll find ourselves; hear Eternal
Love calling us on, together!

Alleluia, dear friends, for this life Christ’s love draws us to share.

May God bless you with a full measure of hope and Easter joy!
Marilyn
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Lectionary for March / April

March 7 - 3rd Sunday of
Lent
Exodus 20:1-17
Psalm 19
1 Corinthians 1:18-25
John 2:13-22

March 14 - 4th Sunday of
Lent
Numbers 21:4-9
Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22
1 Ephesians 2:1-10
John 3:14-21

March 21 - 5th Sunday of
Lent
Jerimiah 31:31-34
Psalm 119:9-16
Hebrews 5:5-10
John 12:20-33

March 28 - Palm Sunday
(Holy Week begins)

April 4 - Easter Sunday

John 12:12–16
Psalm 118:1–2, 19–29
Isaiah 50:4–9a
Philippians 2:5–11

Resurrection of the Lord
Acts 10:34–43
Psalm 118:1–2, 14–24
1 Corinthians 15:1–11
John 20:1–18

April 11 - 2nd Sunday of
Easter
Acts 4:32-35
Psalm 133
1 John 1:1-2:2
John 20:19-31

April 18 - 3rd Sunday of
Easter
Acts 3:12-19
Psalm 4
1 John 3:1-7
Luke 24: 36b-48

April 25 - 4th Sunday of
Easter
Acts 4:5-12
Psalm 23
1John 3:16-24
John 10:11-18

Mission Committee News

Julie Pagett

Thank You so much to everyone who donated to our annual Souper Bowl of Caring. We
collected $370 and 227 cans of soup, all of which will benefit the Portville Community
Food Pantry.
As with so many events in our lives in the time of COVID, the FUN FLEECE FESTIVAL was

rather unconventional this year. However, we were able to come together and create 18
fleece blankets which will be donated to the Child Advocacy Center. Thank you to everyone who stepped up to help. We look forward to next year when we can hopefully all

gather together once again in the basement to cut, tie, and knot (and share a time of fellowship while doing it!) for a worthy cause. (Pictures on page 6.)

One Great Hour of Sharing Offering: You shall be called repairers of the breach (Isaiah:58)

Around the world, millions of people lack access to sustainable food sources, clean wa-

ter, sanitation, education, and opportunity. The three programs supported by One Great
Hour of Sharing — Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, the Presbyterian Hunger Program,

and Self-Development of People — all work in different ways to serve individuals and

communities in need. From initial disaster response to ongoing community development,
their work fits together to provide people with safety, sustenance, and hope.
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PRESBYTERIAN DISASTER ASSISTANCE (PDA) :


Works alongside communities as they recover and find hope after the devastation
of natural or human-caused disasters, and support for refugees



PDA National Response Teams are there, in the Southern states, providing assistance to those impacted by the winter snow storms and cold temperatures.



Receives 32% of funds raised

PRESBYTERIAN HUNGER PROGRAM (PHP)


Takes action to alleviate hunger, care for creation, and the systemic causes of
poverty so all may be fed



PHP is currently working to provide much needed food to people in countries hard
hit by the CoVid Pandemic.



Receives 36% of funds raised

SELF-DEVELOPMENT OF PEOPLE (SDOP)


Invests in communities responding to their experiences of oppression, poverty and
injustice and educates Presbyterians about the impact of these issues



Receives 32% of funds raised

Received during the season of Lent (February 17 – April 4), each gift to One Great Hour
of Sharing (OGHS) helps to improve the lives of people in these challenging situations.
The Offering provides us a way to share God’s love with our neighbors in need. In fact,
OGHS is the single, largest way that Presbyterians come together every year to work for a
better world.
The Mission Committee has set our goal for the One Great Hour of Sharing Offering at
$850. To date $335 has been gifted towards meeting our goal. Please give generously,
for when we all give a little, it adds up to a lot. Your offering can either be dropped in
the offering plate at church using the OGHS offering envelops located in the pew racks
or mailed to the church or to Barb Fairbanks @ P.O. Box 53, Portville, NY 14770.
DONATIONS:

A $200 donation was made from the Rummage Sale Mission Fund to N.E.I.G.H. to purchase winter coats and boots for some of the veterans participating in the equine therapy session. Kim Warner shared some of their stories and pictures. (The participants in
the N.E.I.G.H. program signed off on permission to use their pictures.)

This is about the veteran pictured below:
“The participants allowed me (Kim) to take pictures and gave authorization-.
We got some donated pants overalls and bought coats and boots for those who needed
them with your donation we received.
The veteran putting on the overalls came in pajama pants ... yes pajama pants because
he did not have anything else. He is a 10-year veteran who was honorably discharged af-
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ter serving 8 years. He is our (Kim’s) age. He was homeless and lived in a tent for 10
years, in and out of addiction, and was too proud to ask for help.
When he finally made it to the shelter, with only the clothes he was wearing. The other
veterans at the shelter gave him some of their clothes; in fact, the pajama pants came
from his roommate at the shelter. He was so grateful. He started our group after having a
much-needed surgery in his foot a week ago, with pins in his foot, and has a cast. He enjoyed being at the farm, learning about his own emotional coat, learning how to work
through fight, flight or freeze, and paying attention to body cues.
Kim and Dawn finally got him out in the ring after many phobias centered about not wanting to be around people. When we asked everybody how they felt about getting donations
and if that made them feel less than, and they said no they were grateful. In fact, they related it to the activity we did that day about “the emotional coat”.
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March / April Birthdates to Remember
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar

March
6
Walker Hosmer
8
Bill Putt
11
Lauri Gardner
15
Dave Kern
17
Russ Burton
19
Kathlyn Gardner
23
Stephanie Hill
30
Christine Pagett

Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr

April
7
Josh Painter
9
Tom Pollock
10
Lucas Hellwig
10
Judy McClain
11
Nicole Woodhead
14
Marilyn Hale
16
John Pagett
25
Buffy Pratt

National
Equine
Institute of
Growth through
Healing
https://www.theneigh.org
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April 1: 6:30:
Maundy Thursday Service
April 2: 12-3 / Good Friday:
Sanctuary open for prayer & meditation
April 3: 7:10 a.m. Easter Sunrise Service:
Chestnut Hill Cemetery
Info to follow regarding regular morning worship service!

Daylight Savings Time Begins: March 14th

Set your clocks ahead 1 hour before going to bed on March 13th!

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH PORTVILLE, NY
19 North Main Street
PO Box 765
Portville, NY 14770
Voicemail: 716-933-6426
Email: portville.presbyterian followed by @gmail.com

Sunday School: 9:00 am
ages 3 to adult
Worship Service: 10:00 am

Website:
www.portville-presbyterian.org

